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African Biotechnology and Bio-safety Policy Platform

Harnessing biotechnology for the advancement of African 
agriculture: €6 million over 5 years submitted to the EC 
through the African Union Commission (AUC)

Five key results:
•	 Awareness of African stakeholders on biotechnology and 

bio-safety issues enhanced 
•	 AU-NEPAD agricultural biotechnology policy and strategy 

mainstreaming in national policy frameworks facilitated 
•	 African biotechnology and bio-safety capacity in interna-

tional treaty negotiation and application strengthened

African Biotechnology and Bio-safety Policy Platform

Harnessing biotechnology for the advancement of African 
agriculture: €6 million over 5 years submitted to the EC 
through the African Union Commission (AUC)

Five key results:
•	 Information and web-based biotechnology and bio-safety 

data assembled and disseminated 
•	 Stewardship (liability and redress) for proprietary biotech-

nologies supported



51

NSF 3 Stakeholder consultation on  
content development

NSF 3 Stakeholder consultation on content 
development

African Biotechnology and Bio-safety Policy Platform

•	 “Strengthening capacity for bioskills, bio-safety and advo-
cacy” under negotiation with Syngenta Foundation

•	 “Breaking the barrier: Communicating biotechnologies to 
policymakers in Africa”

•	 Facilitated visit of 3 NARS persons to the MOP4 meeting 
in Germany in May 2008 in collaboration with the Public 
Research and Regulatory Initiative (PRRI)

•	 Established database on policy and market institutions and 
persons. It however requires regular updating

Policy and discussion papers

Under the guidance of the ED, NSF3 facilitated the  
development of:

•	 FARA Environmental Policy 

•	 Discussion paper on biofuels

•	 Gender mainstreaming
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NSF3 content development

•	 What policy issues on technology generation and dissemi-
nation should be addressed

•	 What best practices to document and promote that will 
advance an enabling ARD environment in Africa

•	 What supply chain issues are to be addressed (also infra-
structure/logistical)

•	 What harmonisation, and at what level of policy, for a 
functional market development and inter-regional trade

NSF3 content development

•	 What success stories to document and promote in making 
markets work for the poor

•	 How to engender entrepreneurship in African ARD proc-
esses and approaches

•	 What appropriate level of food safety, standards and 
grades to promote inter-African trade

•	 How to facilitate and catalyse policy formulation and imple-
mentation
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NSF3 content development

•	 What tools and products needed to target policy makers 
(that can make a difference!)

•	 What capacity building and for whom and by who
•	 What approaches on controversial issues of biotechnology 

and bio-safety, biofuel, and climate change
•	 What advocacy materials to develop for NSF1 – advocacy 

and resource mobilisation

NSF3 content development

•	 What sensitisation and awareness creation material to 
develop for NSF2 – access to knowledge and technologies

•	 What training materials to develop for use by NSF4 –  
capacity strengthening at various levels
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Work is expected to continue on activities identified 

in this consultative workshop

Thank you
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1. 	 Prof. Walter Alhassan
	 ABBPP Coordinator 
	 FARA
	 No. 2 Gowa Close, Roman Ridge
	 P. M. B CT 173, Cantonment,  

Accra, Ghana
	 Phone: 233 21 772823
	 walhassan@fara-africa.org
	
2. 	 Dr Michael Waithaka
	 Programme Manager, Policy and Advocacy
	 ASARECA
	 Plot 13, John Babiiha Road
	 P.O. Box 765
	 Entebbe, Uganda
	 Tel: 256-41-321780 or 321751/2
	 Fax: 256-41-321777
	 m.waithaka@asareca.org;  

ecapapa@asareca.org
	
3. 	 Dr Lindiwe Majele Sibanda
	 Chief Executive Officer
	 Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Policy Analysis Network (FANRPAN)
	 Cresswell Street, Weavind Park 0184
	 Private Bag X813, Silverton 0127
	 Pretoria, South Africa
	 Tel: +27 (0) 12 845 9100; 
	 Direct: +27 (0) 12 845 9131
	 Fax: +27 (0) 12 845 9110; 
	 Cell: +27 (0) 72 441 8110
	 lmsibanda@fanrpan.org; 
	 l.sibanda@cgiar.org

4. 	 Prof Tunji Akande
	 Director General, NISER
	 PMB 05, U.I.P.O.
	 Ibadan, Nigeria
	 Tel: 234-8057740789
	 stunjiakande@yahoo.com

5. 	 Dr Jane D. Alumira
	 Network Support Officer
	 Food Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Directorate
	 SADC Kgale View Offices

	 Plot 116 Millenium Park
	 P. Bag 0095, Gaborone, Botswana
	 Tel: (+267) 395 1863 Ext 5190
	 Mobile: (+267) 743 29600
	 Fax: (+267) 395 1821
	 jalumira@sadc.int
	
6. 	 Dr Femi Ogundele
	 Agric & Rural Development Department
	 Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic 

Research (NISER)
	 P.M.B.05 U.I.P.O. Ibadan
	 Oyo-State, Ibadan, Nigeria
	 Tel. 234-7030574305
	 olorunfemiogundele@yahoo.com

7. 	 Dr Gloria Essilfie
	 SSA CP Resource person
	 FARA
	 No. 2 Gowa Close, Roman Ridge
	 P. M. B CT 173, Cantonment, 
	 Accra, Ghana
	 Phone: 233 21 772823
	 gtetteh@fara-africa.org

8. 	 Dr Nelson 
	 Obirih-Opareh
	 Head of Division
	 Agriculture, Medicine and Environmental 

Division, Science and Technology Policy 
Research Institute

	 P. O. Box CT 519, Cantonment
	 Accra, Ghana
	 Tel: 233-21-779401, 233-21-773856
	 Fax: 233-21-773068
	 Cell: +233-(0)27-772-8010
	 nobirih_opareh@yahoo.com

9. 	 Mr Adom Baisie Ghartey
	 Facilitator
	 Ghartey Associates Ltd
	 D4 Emefs Lagoon View Estates
	 DTD Community 14
	 Lashibi, Tema, Ghana
	 Tel: 233-22-411068/20-8167043
	 aghartey@africaonline.com.gh

Annex 5
Regional Policies and Markets (NSF 3) stakeholder consultation

FARA Secretariat, Accra, Ghana, 29–31 October 2008

List of  Participants
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10. 	 Prof Michael C. Madukwe
	 Professor, ATPS
	 C/o Prof. Val. Ekechukwu
	 Director,
	 Department of Research and Innovation
	 National Universities Commission
	 PMB 237, Garki GPO Abuja
	 Tel: +2348037006968
	 madukwemichael@yahoo.com
	
11. 	 Dr Musa Dube
	 Senior Lecturer
	 Faculty of Agriculture
	 University of Swaziland (ATPS)
	 Luyengo Campus
	 P. O. Luyengo, Swaziland
	 Tel +268 527 40 21
	 Cell: +268-618-1579
	 madube@agric.uniswa.sz
	
12. 	 Prof Ade S Olomola
	 Director, Agriculture & Rural Development 

Department
	 Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic 

Research (NISER)
	 Ibadan, Nigeria
	 Cell: +234-805-567-4797,  

+234-803-613-2535
	 as_olomola@yahoo.com

13. 	 Dr Furaha Ngeregere Lugoe
	 FANRPAN Tanzania
	 ESRF-Economic and Social Research 

Foundation
	 51 Uporoto Street, Ursino Estates, 
	 (off Ali Hassan Mwinyi Road), Tanzania 

Tel. +255 22 2760260 or 276 0758 
Personal mobile: +255 0714 952697 
Fax +255 22 276 0062

	 jbadi@esrf.or.tz
	
14. 	 Dr George A Muluh
	 Chargé de la Planification
	 CORAF/WECARD 
	 Secretariat
	 7, Avenue Bourguiba, BP. 48, Dakar
	 CP 18523, RP Senegal
	 Tel: (office) +221 33 869 96 18
	 Tel: (mobile) +221 77 369 03 47
	 muluh.achu@coraf.org
	 Skype: georgemuluh
	

15. 	 Daddy Demby
	 RAILS Progamme Officer
	 FARA 
	 No 2 Gowa Close, Roman Ridge P. M. B Ct 

173, Cantonement, 
	 Accra, Ghana
	 Tel: 222 21 772823
	 ddemby@fara-africa.org
	
16. 	 Dr Emmanuel Tambi
	 Director, Policies & Markets
	 FARA
	 No. 2 Gowa Close, Roman Ridge
	 P. M. B CT 173, Cantonment, 
	 Accra, Ghana
	 Phone: 233 21 772823
	 etambi@fara-africa.org
	
17. 	 Dr Kevin Urama
	 Executive Director
	 African Technology Policy Studies Network 

(ATPS)
	 3rd Floor, The Chancery, Valley Road
	 P.O. Box 10081, Nairobi 00100, Kenya
	 Tel:+254 20 2714092
	 Direct Line:+254 20 2723875
	 Cell: +254 728 607703
	 Fax: +254 20 2714028
	 kurama@atpsnet.org

18. 	 Mr Paul Jere
	 FANRPAN 
	 PJDCC, P.O. Box 1142, Lilongwe, Malawi
	 pjere@globemw.net
	
19. 	 Dr Gbadebo Odularu
	 Policies & Markets Analyst
	 FARA
	 No. 2 Gowa Close, Roman Ridge
	 P. M. B CT 173, Cantonment, 
	 Accra, Ghana
	 Phone: 233 21 772823
	 godularu@fara-africa.org

20. 	 Ms Samira 
	 Hotobah-During
	 Director, Advocacy and Resource Mobilisa-

tion, FARA
	 No. 2 Gowa Close, Roman Ridge
	 P. M. B CT 173, Cantonment, 
	 Accra, Ghana
	 Phone: 233 21 772823
	 shotobahduring@fara-africa.org
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Annex 6
	 Regional Policies and Markets (NSF 3) stakeholder consultation

FARA Secretariat, Accra, Ghana, 29–31 October 2008

Participants and their expectations 

1. 	 Prof Walter Alhassan
	 FARA
	 - 	 NSF3 Content developed to include biotechnology issues

2. 	 Dr Michael Waithaka
	 ASARECA

- 	 Strategy that shows Opportunities for regional action, sharing / learning and doing 
together

3. 	 Dr Lindiwe Majele Sibanda
	 Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network (FANRPAN)

- 	 Concrete research issues and strategies on strengthening African agricultural 
Policies

4. 	 Prof Tunji Akande
	 NISER

- 	 A greater understanding of the workings of FARA and how I can help to enhance its 
function of policy and markets

5. 	 Dr Jane D Alumira
	 Food Agriculture and Natural Resources Directorate SADC Kgale View Offices Plot 116 

Millenium Park
-	 Content harmonisation between SADC-FANR and FARA on regional policies and 

markets
-	 Activities and implementation strategies across regions

6. 	 Dr Femi Ogundele
	 Agric & Rural Development Department, Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research, 

NISER
- 	 To be at the frontier of knowledge on regional policy and agricultural marketing in 

Africa

7. 	 Dr Gloria Essilfie
	 FARA

- 	 Learn more on the subject
- 	 Clear strategies for NSF3 to move into implementation

8. 	 Dr Nelson 
	 Obirih-Opareh
	 Science and Technology Policy Research Institute

- 	 Fruitful deliberations
- 	 Learning and sharing of ideas for development of NSF3 framework

9. 	 Mr Adom Baisie Ghartey
	 Ghartey Associates Ltd

- 	 Fruitful Deliberations

10. 	 Prof Michael C Madukwe
	 ATPS

- 	 Identify policy issues on agro technology generation and dissemination
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11. 	 Dr Musa Dube
	 University of Swaziland (ATPS)

- 	 Learn from the pool of experts
- 	 Dealing with food crisis in SSA

12. 	 Prof Ade S Olomola
	 Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research (NISER)

- 	 Framework for NSF3 developed
- 	 Implementaation strategies for relevant regional agricultural policies and marketing policies 

articulated
- 	 Way forward – Next steps formulated

13. 	 Dr Furaha Ngeregere Lugoe
	 FANRPAN Tanzania
	 ESRF-Economic and Social Research Foundation

- 	 Success spotting the policy areas

14. 	 Dr George A Muluh
	 CORAF/WECARD
	 To come out with policy orientations to:

- 	 Improve competitiveness of agriculture in Africa
- 	 Improve access to intra- and inter-regional markets
- 	 Content of NSF3 developed

15. 	 Daddy Demby
	 FARA – RAILS Project Officer

- 	 Effective collaboration with NSF2
- 	 Info and K5
- 	 Technology dissemination (access to technology)

16. 	 Dr Emmanuel Tambi
	 FARA

- 	 Tangible outcomes that are in line with FARA’s goals and objectives 

17. 	 Dr Kevin Urama
	 African Technology Policy Studies Network (ATPS)

- 	 Policy harmonisation approaches
- 	 Biotechnology
- 	 Agric input & output market 

18. 	 Mr Paul Jere
	 FANRPAN 

- 	 Targeted tools and approaches in support of NSF3 – Regional policies & markets
- 	 Establish networks 

19. 	 Dr Gbadebo Odularu
	 FARA

-	 Value added initiated @ regional levels
-	 Stragic framework for NSF3 
-	 Way forward for NSF3

20. 	 Ms Samira 
	 Hotobah-During
	 FARA

- 	 The role of NSF3 defined so that intervention at the national levels and their CAADP proc-
esses are targeted to their requirements
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Annex 7
End of  workshop evaluation

Issue
Rating 

Fair
1

Good
2

Very Good
3

Organisation: 
Meals 3 4
Mode of invitation 3 3 2
Duration of the workshop 3 7
Facilitation 3 2 5
Level of involvement of participants 4
Relevance of workshop objectives 3 3
Level of achievement of objectives 2 6

Acronyms and abbreviations
AARINENA Association of Agricultural Research Institutes in the Near East and North Africa
ABBP African Biotechnology and Biosafety Platform
ARD Agricultural Research and Development 
ASARECA Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in East and Central Africa
ATPS African Technology Policy Studies
AU African Union
AUC African Union Commission
AU-NEPAD AU-New Partnership for Africa’s Development 
CAADP Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme
CAC Codex Alimentarius Commission
CORAF/
WECARD

Conseil Ouest et Centre Africain pour la Recherche et le Développement Agricoles / West and 
Central African Council for Agricultural Research and Development

ERG Expert Reference Group
ESRF Economic and Social Research Foundation 
FAAP Framework for African Agricultural Productivity
FANRPAN Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network
FARA Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa
GFAR Global Forum for Agricultural Research 
GIS Geographical Information System
GIS Geospatial Information System 
GMO Genetically Modified Organism
HACCP Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point
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ICT Information and Communications Technology
IFPRI International Food Policy Research Institute
IPPC International Plant Protection Convention
KACE Kenya Agricultural Commodity Exchange Limited
MDG Millennium Development Goal
MMM Maize Marketing Movement
NARI National Agricultural Research Institute
NARS National Agricultural Research Systems
NEPAD New Partnership for Africa’s Development
NGO Non-Governmental Organisation 
NISER Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research
NSF Networking Support Function
OIE World Organisation for Animal Health (formerly, Office international des Épizooties)
PAEPARD Platform for African-European Partnership on Agricultural Research for Development 
PAM Policy Analysis Matrices
PASS Private Agricultural Sector Support
PRRI Public Research and Regulatory Initiative 
PRSP Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper 
R&D Research and Development 
RAILS Regional Agricultural Information and Learning System
REC Regional Economic Community
SACCAR South African Centre for Cooperation in Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Training
SACRED-Africa Sustainable Centre for Research, Extension and Development in Africa
SADC Southern Africa Development Community 
SADC-FANR SADC-Food Agriculture and Natural Resource Directorate 
SCARDA Strengthening Capacity for Agricultural Research and Development in Africa
SDI Spatial Data Infrastructure 
SPAAR Special Programme for African Agricultural Research 
SPS Sanitary and Phytosanitary
SRO Sub-Regional Organisation 
SSA Sub-Saharan Africa 
SSACP Sub-Saharan Africa Challenge Programme 
TBT Technical Barriers to Trade
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization
WTO World Trade Organisation 




