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The SADC Directorate for Food Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, through its Agricultural Research 
and Development Unit is currently coordinating 
regional research and development activities with 
support from International Cooperating Partners and 
in collaboration with FARA. 
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The regional research priorities and 
consequently the development of regional 
programs are guided by the SADC 15 year 
Regional Indicative Strategic Development Plan 
(RISDP) which takes into account the NEPAD-
CAADP agenda and FAAP.
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Current priorities

•Information Exchange on Best Practices
•Facilitating the Generation and Dissemination of 
Technologies
•Promoting Value Addition to Agricultural Products 
•Input market development and
•Institutional Strengthening and Capacity Building



Progress on Programmes
Implemented by the SADC FANR 
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Progress  

• 4 Programmes / Projects under implementation by 
SADC FANR

• 1 network (SPGRC) directly coordinated by FANR
• Other SADC research networks coordinated by 

International Agricultural Research Centres (IARC) 
or regional institutions (e.g. Root & Tubers 
Research Network, Bean Research Network, 
Legume Network)



Progress on SADC Competitive Grant 
projects:  1. ICART

Implementation and Coordination of Agricultural Implementation and Coordination of Agricultural 
Research and Training Research and Training ProgrammeProgramme in the SADC in the SADC 
Region (ICART) Region (ICART) 

• 15 m Euro program supported by the European 
Commission for implementation over a five year 
(2006 – 2010) period 



ICART Competitive Grant

• Launched in November 2005
• Seven (7) grants with a total value of €5.3 M
• Awarded projects led by International Research 

Institutions with regional partners covering 10 
SADC Member States 



ICART Funded Research projects

• Agricultural Research and Capacity Building 
Programme (ARCB) for post-conflict regions

• Linking production and marketing chain of sesame 
in smallholder agriculture 

• Environmental and human health impact 
assessment of quelea bird control

• Ecologically-Based Rodent Management 
(ECORAT)

• Optimising the indigenous use of pesticidal plants
• Improving market participation by small-scale 

livestock producers
• Community Based Armyworm Forecasting (CBAF) 
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