
AAffrriiccaa  AAggrriiccuullttuurree  SScciieennccee  WWeeeekk  &&  
FFAARRAA  GGeenneerraall  AAsssseemmbbllyy    

1100--1166  JJuunnee  22000077  
JJoohhaannnneessbbuurrgg,,  SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaa  

FARA General Assembly Side Event Report (11June2007) 
 
Name of side event: URBAN HORTICULTURE IN AFRICA 
Sponsoring organization(s): GLOBAL HORTICULTURE INITIATIVE 
Name(s) & email(s)  
of contact persons: Rémi KAHANE (rkahane@globalhort.org;  remi.kahane@cirad.fr) 

Background/rationale of the side event  
More than fifty per cent of the world population, including 200 million poor Africans, is now living in cities, 
with still a high urbanizing rate for the next 25 years. That leads to the growth of urbanized areas, 
competition for natural (land, water) and human resources, and to new demands and priorities towards food 
and environment. GlobalHort vision is to address these requirements as new opportunities for high value 
agriculture, horticulture, since the most perishable products must be produced close to the cities, through 
intensive cropping systems that are constrained by space and market. This is a specific challenge for 
research, technically and in partnership with the civil society and local authorities. 

Principle agreements/actions/recommendations 

• Highlighting the horticultural sector promotes urban development 
- Research shall provide evidence horticultural activities benefit the cities 
- Research shall convert constraints into opportunities (for example in waste management, in water 

management) 
- Research shall raise awareness on the multifunctional role of agriculture in urbanized areas  

(logo: “my city clean and beautiful towards horticultural activities”) 

• Making urban agriculture safer and more sustainable 
- Research shall be inclusive (social partners in particular) 
- Research shall provide arguments and advocate for good practiced agriculture 
- In promoting high technology: information systems, recycling techniques for wastes (both urban and 

agricultural), water management solutions (ex. water cleaning technologies, drip irrigation) 

• Promoting horticulture as a link to the other agricultural and economic sectors, and as a link between 
rural and urban areas 
- Huge sector for adding value: freshness certification and labelling, opportunities for processing, niche 

markets etc.  
- Adapting to the needs and transforming the environment: ornamentals or seeds produced on polluted 

soils, genetic diversity brought from rural to urban areas, community gardens contracting with poultry 
producers for valorising/eliminating the manure 

- Developing the concept of a continuum from city centre to rural villages, with complementarities rather 
than competition (diverse commodities, cultural linkage, market information …)  

• Linking anglophone and francophone communities working on urban agriculture 
- Rather an issue of funding networking activities than a language one, as exemplified by 

CORAF/WECARD efforts in the last 5 years 
- Unifying the initiatives and networks in Africa without additional institutional level 
- Developing a strong communication mechanism in the two major languages (English and French) in 

all documents 

• Role of the Global Horticulture Initiative could operate complementarily to other initiatives and roles of 
FARA, SROs, NARS, various networks, IARCs and other parties 
- GlobalHort is seen to play a key interface role between various communities: 

∴ Anglophone and Francophone  
∴ Research and Development (technology transfer) 
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∴ Public and Private 
- Advocacy for financing in horticulture (micro-credit access for very small entrepreneurs) 
- Facilitating policy 

 
This group acknowledges the presented core activities of GlobalHort and recommends focus and emphasis 
on the above mentioned issues. GlobalHort and the SROs or FARA should work in synergy, using existing 
networks and communication tools rather than creating new ones.  
The organization of an international symposium on Global Urban Horticulture to be hold in Kampala, Africa, 
in Oct-November 2008 has been acknowledged, and the group will contribute in identifying African 
representatives for the Scientific Committee to support African experiences. 
The objectives of this symposium are: 

- Awareness, 
- to exchange of experiences in the South and in the North, 
- to strengthen networking, 
- to initiate or reinforce specific R&D projects with dedicated supports. 

Side event linked to which 
FARA networking support 
function? (check one) 

[ X ]  Advocacy and resource mobilization  
[    ]  Access to knowledge and technologies 
[    ]  Regional policies and markets 
[    ]  Capacity strengthening 
[    ]  Partnerships and strategic alliances 

Where relevant, note who has success stories, &/or useful resource people or institutions related to 
side-event theme 

• UrbanHarvest, Gordon Prain and Nancy Karanja <g.prain@cgiar.org> 
• Coalition pour la Promotion de l’Agriculture Urbaine et Périurbaine en Afrique, Prosper Nguegang and 

Athanase Bopda <caupa2005@yahoo.fr> 
• ISHS Section Landscape and Urban Horticulture, Gert Groening <groening@udk-berlin.de> 
• IDRC/CRDI program UREP, Naser Faruqui <nfaruqui@idrc.ca> 
• Institut Africain de Gestion Urbaine, Moussa Sy <iagu@iagu.org> 
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Africa Agricultural Science Week & FARA General Assembly 2007 
Attendance list – Side events – June 10-11, 2007 

 
Name of side event: URBAN HORTICULTURE IN AFRICA 
Date & time 11/06/07 13:30 - 18:00 
Sponsoring organization(s): GLOBAL HORTICULTURE INITIATIVE 
Name(s) & email(s)  
of contact persons: 

Rémi KAHANE (rkahane@globalhort.org;  remi.kahane@cirad.fr) 

 
Participant name Organization Email 

1. Regina KAPINGA CIP-SSA r.kapinga@cgiar.org

2. Josephine OKOT Victoria Seeds Ltd jo-seeds@infocom.co.ug

3. Hannah JAENICKE ICUC h.jaenicke@cgiar.org

4. George KARANJA KARI Kenya gmkaranja@kari.org

5. Petrus Langenhoven ASNAPP petrusl@sun.ac.za

6. Paul DEMO CIP Malawi p.demo@cgiar.org

7. Guy POULTER NRI r.g.poulter@gre.ac-uk

8. Jacky GANRY CIRAD/PAEPARD jacky.ganry@cirad.fr

9. Adama TRAORE CNRA Mali adama.traore@afribone.net.ml

10. Gordon PRAIN Urban Harvest Lima g.prain@cgiar.org

11. P. BRIZMOHUN Mauritius High Commission mhcpta@mweb.co.za

12. Sylvain PAMATANO Plateforme DIOBASS mapatano_s@yahoo.fr

13. Peter LUSEMBO NARO Uganda lusembo@gmail.com

14. Charles AGWANDA CABI Africa c.agwanda@cabi.org

15. Monica KAPIRIRI SSA MGOC mkapiriri@yahoo.co.uk

16. Joseph SSUUNA PELUM Association jssuuna@pelum.org.zm

19. Ralph VON KAUFMANN FARA r.vonkaufmann@fara-africa.org

20. Boitshepo GIYOSE NEPAD bibig@nepad.org

21. Simon MUSALE SADC smwale@sadc.int

22. Lawrence NARTEH WARDA l.narteh@cgiar.org

23. Edad TUKAHIRURA ASARECA e.tukarirura@asareca.org

24. Amon P. MAERERE Sokoine University of Agriculture maerere@suanet.ac.tz

25. Negash TECHALEW ASARECA n.techalew@asareca.org

26. A. MUKURALINDA ISAR mukuralla@hotmail.com

27. Lydia SASU FONG daa@africaonline.com.gh

28. Christophe KOUAME CNRA Côte d’Ivoire chistophe.kouame@cnra.ci
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